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To fulfill dreams 
and pursue 
financial goals for 
our clients, 
providing them 
with results and 
financial 
independence. 

Mission Statement 
David Neterer, Private Wealth Manager 
We have a couple of clients that do an “End of the Year” letter to their spouse, the 
idea is to have a written record of all the things they feel would be important to 
know about where they are and where they are going and any changes that have 
been made that year.  Some of the things you may want to include in such a letter 
would be: important advisors in your life, where documents are kept, combinations 
and passwords, who to call etc…  So as we wrap up this year I would challenge you 
to do an inventory of where you are in life, what goals do you have and let’s make a 
plan for how you are going to get there.  What has gone right?  What things need 
to change? Make sure you do this with your significant other. It helps to have an 
accountability partner and buy in from a spouse.  It will help your relationship and 
provide good feedback.   
 

It has been a year full of many changes, my wedding, my 
oldest son Jake graduated from Shepherd University, Jake 
also got married to a great lady – Kelsey - and have settled 
in to their place in Falling Waters.  Kelsey recently changed 
jobs from a nurse at a hospital to a school nurse.  She 
traded a little extra income for no more weekends and job 
flexibility not to mention summers off.  
Mitch took a semester off to refocus his 
career path.  He is changing from a desk 
job path to an outdoors position.  He 
was a finance major and is changing to 
criminal justice with a goal of becoming 
a conservation officer or department of 
natural resources.  He just couldn’t see 
himself working inside for the rest of his 
career.  My youngest brother Matt is a 
conservation officer in lower Michigan 
and Mitch has been able to do some ride alongs with him. Mitch is heading back 
out to Cal U of PA to finish his degree and will be heading back to school in late 
January.  Bruce started his first year of college at Cal U of PA as well and has had a 
good semester and finishes the fall semester December 12th.  He got a chance to 
start a couple games (soccer) in the early part of the season and played center back 
for the team.  Of course in college all the players are good and he continues to 
work on his game and how to differentiate himself at that level.   
 

Courtney and I moved from Waynesboro to south of Greencastle, off of Cearfoss 

Pike and right near the Conococheague Creek.  It has a salt water pool and a 

beautiful back deck where we were able to enjoy the extended fall season weather.   

We also got a golden doodle puppy, Winston, who has a great personality and has 

quickly become our little boy!!   

Inside this Issue 



Private Wealth Manager David Cushwa 
2019 has been a great year for investing! We continue to experience low inflation, strong 
corporate earnings and historically low interest rates; all contributing to a very healthy 
financial climate. The financial markets have an uncanny way of looking ahead and the 
foreseeable view into 2020, initially, looks positive.  As always, my clients are positioned 
to prioritize capital preservation combined with prudent growth as we move into the New 
Year. 
 

Our office continues to benefit from our professional approach to working with 
clients.  We have enjoyed an excellent “balance” of controlled growth and excellent 
customer service… something we will always strive for in our day to day management! 
 

On a personal note, I recently enjoyed a great visit from my daughter and twin 4 year old 
grandsons who live in Breckenridge, Colorado.  Kai and Jude are already in ski school and 
taking advantage of one of the greatest outdoor activities around!   
 

We all have a lot to be thankful for and we hope you and your entire family have a great 
Christmas Season!  A sincere thank you for allowing us the opportunity to help you reach 
your financial goals.  

Sterling Spotlight: 

Courtney Dowler, Client Service Associate 

Connect with us. 

This year has been rather exciting in the Dowler household.  
My husband, Greg, and I sent our oldest daughter, Tirza, off to college. She is 
studying Business at Point Park University in Pittsburgh, where she has also 
entered their prestigious dance program. Talk about an emotional day! I sobbed 
into her hair when we hugged goodbye. I then proceeded to cry steady for the first 
45 minutes home, then off and on for the remaining two hours and fifteen 
minutes.  Then once a day for the next 3 days. That was completely normal, right? 
Right.  
Want to hear the kicker? We get to do this all over again next year, as our next 
daughter, Eden, is currently a senior in high school.  This is what we have been 
preparing them for their whole lives though, and I could not be more proud of 
these beautiful women we have raised. I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas 
and New Year! 

2 

Mom & Tirza on “Decision” day. 

Packed and ready to hit the road for 

Point Park University Eden & Tirza, Prom 2019 
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Sterling Financial Milestones 
 

January 2010 
Open for Business  

 
February 2011 

Sterling Financial Management, Inc.  
Opens 2nd office in Frederick, MD 

And  
Kelly Batey & Ned Remavege, Private Wealth 
Managers join Sterling Financial Management  

 
May 2015 

Ken Smith, Private Wealth Manager joins  
Sterling Financial Management, Inc. 

 
February 2016 

Sterling Financial Management, Inc.  
acquires Marty McGarity’s Business 

 
July 2016 

David Cushwa, Private Wealth Manager joins 
Sterling Financial Management, Inc. 

 
December 2017 

Ned Remavege Retires 

January 22 Birthday Party & Ribbon Cutting 
 
February 11  Coffee & Donuts with David Neterer 
 
March 5 Happy Hour 
 
April 23  Open House 
 
May  Social Media contests 
 
June 4  Happy Hour 
 
September  Fallfest Day (To be announced) 
 
September Happy Hour 
 
October Big Event! (be on the look out for 
  this event) 
 
December  Happy Hour-end of year party 

 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2014 

2015 

Dave and Tracey 

Sterling Financial Office opens office at 1829 Howell Rd, Ste 2B 

Kelly & Ned  join Sterling Financial 

Management, Inc. 

Ken 

joins the 

team

Cortnie House / Beaver 

joins the team 
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It’s hard to believe that Sterling Financial Management is entering its 10th year of business 
already.  I heard someone say one time that we “tend to overestimate what we can get 
done in the short term but underestimate what we can accomplish long term”.  I had a 
goal to become a regional wealth management firm that could take care of clients and 
their families through the generations as wealth gets passed through the family.  I wanted 
to build a firm that was based on independence and freedom from a product based sales 
model to one in which the needs dictated the investment recommendation.  Advisors who 
would put their clients best interest above their own and a staff that would be willing to 
work together with the advisors and clients in helping them achieve their goals.   
 

10 years later we have five financial advisors based in Hagerstown and Frederick and have 
established a relationship with Woodsboro Bank to help provide investment services to 
Woodsboro Bank Clients under Woodsboro Financial Services.  We are collectively serving 
more than $240 Million in brokerage and advisory assets through LPL Financial and have 
seen a steady growth in clients. 

 

As with any business there have been many changes to adapt too and many more to come but one thing we look forward too is 
helping you our clients navigate the many intricacies of the financial world and how best to utilize what is available to help 
accomplish your goals.  

 

 

2016 2018 2017 

2019 Hagerstown Chamber Business Award 

Sterling Financial Office moves to 

1825 Howell Rd, Ste 5 

Ken 

joins the 

team 

Sterling Financial Management, Inc. would not exist without YOU...our clients.  

Thank you for your trust and confidence in us.  

We look forward to continuing to serve you over the next decade and beyond!   

The Sterling Financial Management Team 

Courtney 

Dowler 

joins the 

team 

Carlene 

Willhide 

joins the 

team 

Winston , Office Dog 

comes on board 
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Meet the Sterling Financial Team 
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David Neterer, President Ken Smith 
Private Wealth Manager 

David Cushwa 
Private Wealth Manager 

Carlene Willhide 
Director of First Impressions 

Kelly Batey 
Private Wealth Manager 

Courtney Dowler 
Client Service Associate 

 

Private Wealth Manager Ken Smith 

Trivia fact:    The Dallas Cowboys are the only NFL football team that allow fans to get down on the field to walk around 
anywhere.  I didn’t know that until I did it earlier this year.  I figured all teams allowed fans onto their fields.  Nope.  Just 
the Cowboys.   Fans were taking pictures on the big star at the 50-yard line, kids were getting their faces painted, and guys 
all over the place were running routes and throwing/catching footballs like they were in their own back yards.  Pretty neat.   

 
Remember:   Procrastination kills.   It was so hot this summer I chose to ignore cutting and splitting firewood while opting 
to float and fish the Antietam.  Yes, now I’m stuck out there in this weather working on firewood.  Dumb.   

 
Random Thoughts:   I hope you all enjoyed your family during the holidays last month.  Was a pretty good year for the 
markets.   Weather permitting, we’ll start inviting you in here for your annual reviews.  This is Sterling’s ten-year 
anniversary so we have some special events to share with you as we thank you for your trust and business.  My 
stepdaughter Kellsey is going to have her first child this March….in San Diego!  My wife is headed to San Diego for 
probably all of March to be with her and the baby while Kellsey’s husband (Navy) is shipped off to sea for six months.   
Life is never boring for very long is it?    
 
Final Question:    How do other people feel when they think about you?  I consider that from time to time.  I believe when 
we are weighed and measured, our success is defined by that….the way other people feel when they think about us.   
I heard that definition of success many years ago and it stuck with me.  I hope you’re all feeling good right now.   
Let’s have a great year!   
   Ken 



Private Wealth Manager Kelly Batey 

Happy New Year!  Wow, 2020 is here.  I’m still trying to figure out where 2019 went! Is it me, or do the years just seem to fly 

by faster and faster?  As far as the stock markets are concerned 2019 was a great one.  December 2019 was much nicer to us 

than the December 2018 and for that we can be thankful.  As I sat down with our clients in 2019 for their annual reviews, the 

one thing that kept coming up was that scary “R” word. RECESSION.  Are we going to have one?  When are we going to have 

one?  What does it really mean?  How long will it last? Should we make a change to our portfolios?  These are all the kinds of 

questions that have been asked lately and they are all good questions.  

Let’s start by answering what is a recession? A recession is when the economy contracts (slows/declines) for at least 2 

quarters.  It’s identified when there’s a drop in real gross domestic product (GDP), manufacturing, retail sales, income and 

unemployment.   

The one thing I enjoy most about my role as an advisor is educating my clients.  I have a chart titled “History of U.S. Bear & 

Bull Markets Since 1926” that I keep in our board room because I use it at almost every appointment. It’s a chart that shows 

the years of expansion and the years of recessions from 1926 to 2018.  It’s a pretty powerful piece. Before I show it to my 

clients, I generally ask them to guess how long a recession lasts on average.  Answers I have gotten have been 2 years, 3 years 

and even 5 years.  Would it surprise you to know that an “average” recession is about 16 to 18 months?  However, when we 

are in the throes of it, it FEELS like it lasts much longer, which is probably why one of the answers I received was 5 years.  On 

the flip side, an average “bull” market is about 9 years.  Quite the contrast, huh?   

So, the point of this is to say that staying in the market through these tough times, as hard as it may be, is always the best 

thing to do.  We always say it’s time IN the market, not TIMING the market.  Stay focused on your long-term goals. With a well

-funded emergency fund, a well-diversified portfolio suited to your risk tolerance and patience, I think you’ll be prepared.   

If you would like a copy of this chart, please email me at kelly.batey@sterlingfm.com and I’ll be happy to send it to you!  
Have a wonderful 2020!  
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Sterling Financial Management, Inc. 

Website 

www.sterlingfm.com 
 

If you haven't visited our website 

lately, please take a minute and 

check it out. We have been working 

hard to give it a fresh update that is 

user friendly, appealing and more 

importantly, useful!  

 

We always welcome feedback so 

please let us know what you think.  

If there is something more you’d 

like to see...let us know! 

“The stock market is a device for transferring money from the impatient to the patient.”–Warren Buffett 

mailto:kelly.batey@sterlingfm.com


Sterling Financial Management, Inc. 

 

David Neterer 

Ken Smith 

David Cushwa 

1825 Howell Rd. 

Suite 5 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Ph:301-733-7777 

Fax:301-733-0303 

 

Kelly Batey 

6919 Baltimore National Pike 

Suite C 

Frederick, MD 21702 

Phone: 301-473-7777 

Fax: 301-473-7888 

 

www.sterlingfm.com 

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. 

 

  

Call our office, 301.733.7777 for more information or  go to  

www.sterlingfm.com to sign up for our events 

Sterling Financial  

Management, Inc.  

 

Services 

 Investment Services 

 Financial Planning 

 401K Rollover Services 

 Retirement Plans 

 Estate Planning Strategies 

 Retirement Planning   

2020 Events 

Birthday Party & Ribbon Cutting 
January 22, 3:00 pm 

Shred Day, January 27 
(Bring documents to office by Jan 24) 

Coffee & Donuts with David Neterer & staff 
February 11, 9-11 am 

Happy Hour, March 5, 4:30 pm 

Open House, April 23, 2-4 pm 

Happy Hour, June 4, 4:30 pm 

Fallfest Day, September 19, Time TBA 

Shred Day, September 21 
Bring your documents to office  by September 18 

October & November events 
(To be announced later) 

Happy Hour, December 3, 4:30 pm 
 
 

All events listed are held at 1825 Howell Rd, Ste 5, Hagerstown, MD  
UNLESS OTHERWISE noted 

Content in this material is for general information only and not intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for an individual. All 
performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are unmanaged and may not be invested into directly. 
All investing involves risk including loss of principal. No strategy assures success or protects against loss. There is no guarantee that a 
diversified portfolio will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-diversified portfolio. Diversification does not protect against market risk. 
The economic forecasts set forth in this material may not develop as predicted and there can be no guarantee that strategies promoted will 
be successful.  

NOTE: Additional events are still being organized...be sure to check our website regularly 


